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Genesis House unlike other shelters
GENESIS, from 1D

samevicinityandeachservesacer-
tain segment of homeless women
18 and older. (Genesis House no
longer provides housing for youn-
ger teens.)
0 Genesis House I, which

opened in November 1977, is for
adult mothers and children who
are homeless and in transition;
some of the moms are pregnant.
The house has a nursery for moms
and infants and a dormitory-style
room for moms with older chil-
dren. A third room in the basement
is for a mom with one school-aged
child.

The mothers usually stay for a
short period of time — about two
months —while theyworktomake
more permanent living arrange-
ments. If the moms enroll in
school, they can move to Genesis
HouseII.
0Genesis House II, where Go-

lebiewski lives, opened in 1984,
and is for student mothers older
than 18 and their children. It has
eight bedrooms and two bath-
rooms for the residents. Some of
the moms are in vocational school
or pursuing college degrees. The
moms can live there as long as they
are inschool.Somestay fouryears,
untilcompletingtheirdegrees.
0Genesis House III opened in

September 1989, and is for home-
less pregnant women older than
18. It provides shelter for six preg-
nant women, all of whom live in
one room upstairs. The women
share a tiny bathroom and shower.
Once their babies are born, the
women, if enrolled in school, can
move to Genesis House II. Many
find their own living accommoda-
tions.

Thesesheltersarenot traditional
homeless shelters. The homes are
likeantiquedollhousesorcottages,
withpinkexteriorsandnarrowzig-
zag wooden stairs leading to multi-
ple levels. Genesis House I was
built in 1927, Genesis House II in
1899 and Genesis House III in
1924.

Unlike institutional-like quar-
ters, these houses are homes, with
living rooms, dining rooms, kitch-
ens and laundryrooms. It’supscale
living, especially for a woman who
has been sleeping under a bridge
or inanabandonedcar,Allensaid.

Here, the residents are comfort-
able. In Genesis House II, families
get their own private, furnished
rooms, including a bed or crib for
eachmember,andatelevision.The
house even has a piano the chil-
drencanbangon.

“It’s not stressful at all,” said Go-
lebiewski, who lived in Genesis
House III for a month until her
baby was born. “I get my school-
work done. They help me out with
the baby. It’s a cheap place to stay,
so you can save your money, get a
careerandthenbeonyourfeet.”

How it started
Genesis House was not born out

of personal experience. Allen, a
mental health therapist at Circles
of Care, never was homeless nor
singleandpregnant.

She grew up in North Dakota,
where single-parent households
were rare. She had one friend who
was beingraised byasingleparent,
so she knew a little bit about a
motherbringingupachildalone.

But she knows what it takes to
raise children. She has nine, five of
herownandfouradopted.

In 1973, Allen started volunteer-
ing with Birthright, an interna-
tional pregnancy organization that

provides support to pregnant girls
and women faced with unplanned
pregnancy. She repeatedly en-
countered pregnant women who
hadnoplacetogo.

She and two other volunteers
started Genesis House and, from
1973 to 1977, housed pregnant
women in people’s homes. Genesis
House was incorporated as a non-
profit in1977.

“I think I didn’t know what I was
getting in to,” she said with a
chuckle. “I didn’t know I was mak-
ing a lifelong commitment. I just
sawaneed.”

She acknowledges running
Genesis House is not cheap. Oper-
ating expenses are about $300,000
a year. Donations are down and
costsareup.

Funding comes from an array of
sources: churches, businesses, or-
ganizationsand individuals.

Genesis House also applies for
government grants, which have
been used to replace windows,
redo floors, purchase appliances
and install new air-conditioning
systems. The nonprofit also relies
on countless volunteers — there
are birthday parties, Christmas
parties, Easter celebrations, cook-
outs and classes for everything
fromself-esteemtobudgeting.

The process to get into Genesis
House is fairly simple. Women
must take a drug test and interview
with the Genesis House case man-
ager, Dona Guindon. Genesis
House will take them if there is
room. Sometimes the houses are
full. A woman with five kids re-
cently was turned away, but
Genesis House found her other ac-

commodations.
“Their needs are 99 percent

met,” said Rebecca Henderson,
house manager in Genesis House
II. (Each house has a manager who
lives in an apartment for free and
receives a small stipend. She
makes sure things are running
smoothly).

For example, Genesis House
helps moms who don’t have any
clothing or come without ID. Food
is not a concern either. Most of it is
donated or purchased from the
food bank and some of the moms
get food stamps. Volunteers even
will teach a mom how to cook eco-
nomically forherfamily.

Not ‘welfare moms’
Moms come to Genesis House

for many reasons. Some are from
abusive situations. Others became
homelessbecauseof jobloss.

Sharon Pace, 22, was living in
the woods in Palm Bay when she
got pregnant. She is eight months
pregnant and is staying in Genesis
House III.

“I found out I was pregnant and I
didn’t have nowhere to go,” said
Pace, who is engaged to her baby’s
father. She spends her days look-
ing for housing and is working to
get Social Security benefits. If she
can go to school, she would like to
becomeamassagetherapist.

Jessica Bennett, 26, a mother of
three, ages 6, 3 and 11⁄2, moved to
Genesis House from Maitland
about a year ago after she and her
kids’ fathersplitup.

“I kind of had to start from the
groundupbymyself,” shesaid.

Despite theperceptionofasloth-
ful welfare mom, these mothers
have responsibilities other than
raising their kids: they must pay
rent ($2 per day per person), do
household chores (two a day) and
keep their rooms neat. They are re-
sponsible for finding day care and
transportation.

Depending on their situation,
during the day they take classes at
school or online, hold jobs, look for
work, study for their GEDs, search
formorepermanenthousing.

A case manager, therapist and
graduate-school interns counsel
and guide residents on finding re-
sources in addition to addressing
the issues that led to their home-
lessness. The residents are held ac-
countable forsetting andachieving
theirgoals.

“It’s not like one of those places
where you just go and mooch off of
them,” Golebiewski said. “Here,
everyone’s trying to better their
lives instead of just being content
wheretheyare.”

Seeking a better life
Indeed, the moms are motivated

to do better for themselves and
theirkids.

Bennett takes online classes at
Axia College through University of
Phoenix, and works at a nearby
restaurant. Her goals: finish her
AA degree, go back to school for
her bachelor’s and move into a
house.

She is hoping to be accepted into
the Women’s Center transitional
housing program because the
women have their own apart-
ments.

“Something I want to give my
kids is theirownhome, tobeable to
runaround,”shesaid.

But she is grateful for what
Genesis House has done for her
and her family. “If this place didn’t
exist, I don’t know where I would
be.”

Genesis House has changed
thousands of lives during its more
than 30-year existence. Former
residents come back to volunteer,
to donate, sometimes simply to say
thankyou.

Henderson recalls a young

woman who knocked on the door
four years ago. She had donations
for Genesis House in her car. As
she walked with her to the car to
help her unload them, she learned
the former resident was now a reg-
isterednursemarriedtoadoctor.

“She said, ‘I knew one day that I
was going to pay Genesis back for
all the goodness they did,’ ” Hen-
derson said. “People just really are
grateful that there is aprogram like
this.”

Golebiewski certainly is. She
wants to finish her AA degree and
attend the University of Miami to
studymarinebiology.

“I want to have a better life for
mydaughter,and this place ishelp-
ingmedothat.”

Former residents praise their ex-
perience at Genesis House, even
though the women could be catty
and some of them, as Connie Mon-
roe put it, “didn’t have a clue.”
Monroe lived in Genesis House for
five months in 1986 after she got
pregnant while a junior at Florida
State University. One of seven chil-
dren, she did not want to burden
herparents, soshemovedthere.

“I went in expecting a place
where I could sit and think and
writeandcontemplatemylife,” she
said. “I was thrown into a situation
where I was dealing with women
from all walks of life, no education,
poverty stricken. There were girls
dealing with drug and alcohol ad-
diction.”

Monroe enrolled at the Univer-
sity of Florida when her son was
eight weeks old. She graduated
and taught for almost a decade.
She now is married with two more
sons and is working as a producer
inGlendale,Calif.

Even though her life has moved
on, she has not forgotten Genesis
House. When her son graduated
from high school, she thought
about the other Genesis House ba-
bies. “I was thinking, ‘Wow, where
aretheyallnow?’ ”

“It was such a great experience
because it really taughtmethatany
woman is only three bad choices
away from being homeless,” she
said.“Itmademerealizehowfortu-
nate I was coming from a real
strong, connected family with an
education.”

Heat fan. Jay, 17 months, lives with his mother Shaye in Genesis House II.
The house is for student mothers older than 18 and their children.

“It’s not likeoneof thoseplaceswhere
you just go andmoochoff of them.

Here, everyone’s trying tobetter their lives instead
of just being contentwhere theyare.”

Kandice Golebiewski,
Genesis House resident
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Window of hope. Jessica Bennett, 26, a mother of three, moved to
Genesis House in Melbourne from Maitland about a year ago after she
and her kids’ father split up. “I kind of had to start from the ground up
by myself,” she said.

‘Gus’ breaks new ground on ‘Breaking Bad’ Clifford: Being 89
is no cakewalkBY FRAZIER MOORE

ASSOCIATED PRESS

NEW YORK — Walter
White has lived a hectic life
since learning he has termi-
nal lung cancer, then decid-
ing to apply his skills as a
high school chemistry
teacher to cook and sell
methamphetamine so that,
afterhe’sgone,hisfamilywill
beprovidedfor.

During the first three sea-
sons of the AMC drama
“Breaking Bad ,” Wal t
(played by series star Bryan
Cranston) has grappled not
only with cancer, but also
with a Mexican drug cartel,
his tormented wife, a broth-
er-in-lawwhoisaDEAagent,
and his unstable partner in
crime, Jesse Pinkman (co-
starAaronPaul).

Bleak, suspenseful, shock-
ing and, at times, bitterly
funny, “Breaking Bad” has
charted the transformation
of Walt from a middle-class
Albuquerque, N.M., milque-
toast to a dark virtuoso of the
crystal-meth game. His can-
cer seems less of a threat
these days, but he regularly
faces other perils. Mean-
while, thanks to the genius of
this series, viewers root for
Walt to escape each close
call, despite his growing vil-
lainy.

“Breaking Bad” begins its
fourth season at 10 tonight,
and, further upping the ante,
future episodes pit Walt,
mano a mano, against his
most formidable opponent
yet: big-time drug boss Gus-
tavo “Gus” Fring.

Gus has been a presence
since Season 2, when, played
by Giancarlo Esposito, he
emerged as an instantly fas-
cinating character — a man
of professional mien, soft-
spoken,even-tempered.

“I decided that I wanted to
play him really graceful,
calm, even modest,” Esposito
says. “I decided to trust that I
could do very, very little, and
getmy point across.”

He gets his point across all
right, chillingly, while keep-
ing Gus unexceptional to the

nakedeye.
“I wanted him to be some-

one who hides in plain sight,”
saysEsposito.

Gus keeps his criminal ac-
tivities under wraps beneath
his identity as a legitimate
businessman. He owns sev-
eral outlets of a fast-food
chain, Los Pollos Hermanos
(“the Chicken Brothers”), as
well as an industrial laundry
processing center (a perfect
cover, literally, for his huge
subterranean meth-process-
ing lab).

Walt and Gus have had
their past differences. Can
Walt now forge an agree-
ment with Gus to get back to
running the labwith Jesse?

Well, not before the unfor-
giving Gus teaches them a
lesson on the order of: Even

if it doesn’t make good busi-
ness sense to kill you, I’ll
make you wish you were
dead.

Esposito says he originally
was signed for a single epi-
sode of “BreakingBad.”

The story called for Walt to
be dispatched by a go-be-
tween to a fast-food restau-
rant to meet a buyer for the
methamphetamine he and
Jesse had cooked in their
motor-home lab. On arriv-
ing, Walt almost missed Gus,
hidden in plain sight in his
restaurant manager’s un-
iform.

“In that first scene in Los
Pollos Hermanos when he
didn’t know who I was, for
me to play that littlegame got
us both very interested in
each other,” Esposito recalls,
speaking as much about
himself and Bryan Cranston
as about Gus andWalt.

“We listened to each
other,” he says, explaining
the secret to their acting
chemistry, “and real listening
is listening with every part of
your being. From the begin-
ning, that’s the way I felt
working with Bryan. I love
working with theguy.

“And what always sur-
prises me about Bryan is,
he’s really funny,” Esposito
adds. “Masterfully funny.”

CLIFFORD, from 1D

copy documents at a lucra-
tive legal firm and at first
cranksthestuffoutquickly.

Then suddenly he starts
refusing to do his assigned
tasks, telling his boss over
and over again, “I would pre-
fer not to,” without further
explanation. Eventually,
he’s unwilling to do any
workatall.

I’ll leave out the ending so
as not to ruin the story for
anyone, but the talehas been
the subject of some 150
years of literary theorizing
about what Bartleby’s ac-
tions — and Melville’s por-
trayalofhim—mean.

Some critics say Bartleby
is a symbol of protest against
the oppressions of a materi-
alistic, dehumanizing soci-
ety.

Perhaps the link between
Bartleby and my mother’s
refusal to participate in a
needless exercise is a
stretch. It makes me smile,
though, remembering what
Momdid.

Being 89 is no cakewalk,
but at least you can check
out —pullaBartleby—with-
out fearofconsequences.

As a follow-up, we later
heard from the insurer that
the nurse should have used a
short form for dementia pa-
tients and backed off rather
thantireapatientout.

Lesson learned: Family
members should take con-
trol rather than going along
withunacceptable treatment
of the elderly, by insurance
company employees or any-
oneelse.
Contact Clifford at aclifford@
floridatoday.com.
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‘Bad’ guys. Things heat up between Giancarlo Esposito,
left, and Bryan Cranston in “Breaking Bad.”


